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February 2020 Newsletter  

Manito United  

Methodist church 
3220 S. Grand Blvd., P. O. Box 8656, Spokane, WA  99203 

(509) 747-4755 

Fox Theater, Starbucks and Manito UMC  
or “The Third Place” 

Hospitality Fun! 
 
 Come one,  Come all to the Hospitality 
meeting that takes place in the Memorial 
lounge on the second Sunday of the month 
right after the service, and there IS time to 
grab a snack and a cup of coffee to bring 
with you!     
 
 Come with your ideas and skills about 
how to make our church a more welcom-
ing and hospitable place.  Join a team or 
create a team!  It’s fun to be a part of this 
awesome team!  

In the December 27 Spokesman-Review newspaper there 

was an interview with the executive director of the Fox 

Theater, Jeff vom Saal.  Towards the end of the article, he 

shared some of the ideas that shape his philosophy and 

practice in developing the Fox and the Spokane Sympho-

ny Orchestra into the vibrant part of the community that 

it is, which I found applicable to Manito.  
 

The big idea is: “We want to be the Third 

Place.”  This is the philosophy of Starbucks 

and it could to be ours at Manito—home, 

work, and Manito, that other place we go 

that fulfills our desire for connection with 

others and God.  We create the Third Place 

through our shared experiences of worship, 

fellowship, friendship, service and spiritual 

development and growth. 
 

Vom Saal recommends going where people are—like 

Starbucks or Rockwood Bakery or Forza, as Pastor Tiffa-

ny does to meet and have discussions and conversation 

that doesn’t happen in the receiving line after 

church.   Sitting face to face allows people to be more 

open.  When we meet at Manito in small groups, like Bi-

ble study, men’s group, adult Sunday school, or Lydia 

Square, we are going where the people are.  And small 

groups are the most amenable to digging in and around 

a topic.  By participating in these activities, are making 

Manito our Third Place. 
 

What other opportunities can we offer for 

conversation about our beliefs, or for spir-

itual growth, or for service to the communi-

ty, so that Manito can be the Third Place for 

our neighbors?  
 

 Vom Saal ended his interview with this 

quote from Edward Everett Hale: “I am on-

ly one, but I am one. I cannot do every-

thing, but I can do something. And because 

I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the some-

thing that I can do.”  We all matter. Together we can 

make Manito the Third Place for more people on the 

South Hill. 

— Sue Plummer 



 

Our Prayers: 
 

Please remember to be in prayer for  our nation and 

its leaders, as well as the world leaders across the  

globe; our community leaders and neighbors and 

those working for peace and mis-

sionaries around the world. 

 In light of the story of Jesus grow-

ing up as a refugee hold the millions 

of individuals who find themselves 

fleeing and with no home due to 

persecution, violence and injustice. 

  

 

Please  remember our friends, family, and neighbors 

who have asked for special prayers this week:    

Prayers for Joan Pettibone and family as they mourn 

the loss of son, John; Evelyn Torkelson’s brother, 

Larry Bartee; prayers for Dolores Sauer; prayers for 

family of Diane Fouts, Rebecca Caryl’s sister, at her 

passing; prayers for Tim Rundquist; healing and re-

covery for Shelly Kuney and Wes Ackerman. 
 
 
 

Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Witness, & Service 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Because of your great generosity, the Christmas Eve offering was $808!  The offering helped balance our budget at the 

end of the year.  Also, the 13th month pledge appeal resulted in an additional $5,206 being pledged.  This will offset 

funds that were taken out of savings to maintain budget cash flow.  Thank you so much!   

 

A final report of our 2019 operating budget: 

 

2019 Annual Operating Budget: $246,602 

     December 2019                                             Year To Date thru December 31, 2019 

Income     $42,718                 $260,322 

Expenses    $19,708                 $254,918 

Surplus (Deficit)      $ 23,010                 $    5,404 

 

With input from various committees within the church, a 2020 operating budget of $246,685 was developed and has 

been approved.  There are 42 families who have made a written pledge to support this budget and the mission of the 

church.  If you haven’t pledged yet, please consider doing so.  Pledge cards are available in the church office.   

 

Here is a graphical representation of the breakdown of the expenses of the 2020 operating budget.  Next month’s news-

letter will give a breakdown of the sources of income for the budget.of the expenses of the 2020 operating budget.  Next 

month’s newsletter will give a breakdown of the sources of income for the budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of year records of donations received have been mailed.  If you have not received yours, please contact the church 

office.  The Finance Committee next meets in the Memorial Lounge at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 4th.  All members 

and friends of Manito are invited to attend. 

Greg Plummer 

Chair, Finance Committee 
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Hello Manito Church Family, 

 

Many of spent a lot of time prepar-

ing for Christmas, you hung deco-

rations, baked cookies, sang along 

to your favorite Christmas carols. 

Some of you wrote Christmas 

letters and sent out Christmas 

cards. And the large majority of you 

probably spent some time shopping 

for the perfect gift for a loved one. 

Christmas takes a LOT of prepara-

tion. In fact, many of us feel like we 

need a period of recovery time after 

it is all over.  

 

But here we are and it’s February 

already, and Lent is just around the 

corner. Lent too is a season of prep-

aration. During Lent we prepare for 

the celebration of Easter by taking 

time to reflect and by opening our-

selves up to 

the work of 

God in our 

lives. We 

prepare for 

Easter by 

taking time 

to pray, by practicing confession, 

fasting and compassion towards 

others.  

 

During Lent we remember that we 

come from dust and to dust we 

shall return and yet, on Easter we 

celebrate that our story does not 

end in the dust, but with new life 

and resurrection. 

 

So how will you take time to pre-

pare for Easter during this season of 

Lent? 
Pastor Tiffany  

Sock It to Me 
The mission focus for Jan-

uary and February is socks 

for Shalom Ministries and 

other services that serve 

low-income people in our 

community. Please pick up 

a pair while you’re out 

shopping!! 

 

 

Save the Date…... 
 Two months ago five Volunteers in Mis-

sion from Manito visited Tlancualpican, 

Mexico to work with Give Ye Them to Eat 

(GYTTE), a Methodist organization that 

serves the local community.  We’re excited 

to share the things we saw and learned and 

did during worship on March 15! 

 

A Mexican meal will be served after wor-

ship and a free will offering taken to 

help fund a new home in Tlancualpican.  
 

Church Security 
Work has been underway to improve the security and 

access to the church building. "Ring" brand doorbells 

have been installed at both the main and west entranc-

es that will permit church staff to control access at 

these two entrances. The system requires a cell phone 

to process communication with the "Ring" units at 

each location. A dedicated phone for the system is de-

sirable due to potential of third party tracking into the 

"Ring" system. Accordingly, a cell phone donation is 

sought that can be utilized by the staff in lieu of their 

personal cell phones an Apple phone 5SE or later or 

equivalent Android phone would be needed. Should 

anyone be in the process of upgrading to a later model 

phone or have an unused phone that has been retired 

please consider a donation.           —Your Church Staff 

 

Need a Babysitter for Valentine’s Day??? 
Girl Scouts Troop 5151 will be holding 

daycare for the evening at Manito UMC! 

See the flier by the office for more de-

tails! 



 

December 
Birthdays 

February 2020 
Sunday, February 2: 

 SMALL GROUPS, 9:00am, Memorial Lounge 

 Sunday Worship Service, 10:30 am 

 Kids Sunday School & Nursery, 10:30 am 

 Fellowship Hour, 11:30 am 

 Auction Meeting, 11:45am, Coffee Shop 

 Youth Group Meeting, 1:30pm, Rm 201 
 

Tuesday, February 4: 

 Financial Committee Meeting, 7:00pm 

 Men’s Fellowship Group, 6:45 am, Rm 108 
 

Wednesday, February 5: 

 SMALL GROUPS, 10:00am, Rockwood 

 and 7:00pm, Memorial Lounge 
 

Thursday, February 6: 

 Choir Practice, 7:00pm, Rm 106 

 

Friday, February 7: 

 Lydia Square, 1:00pm, Rm 119 
 

Sunday, February 9: 

 Pepper Hospitality Meeting, 11:30am, FHall 

 Sunday Worship Service, 10:30 am 

 Kids Sunday School & Nursery, 10:30 am 

 Fellowship Hour, 11:30 am 
 

Tuesday, February 11: 

 Men’s Fellowship Group, 6:45am, Rm 108 
 

Thursday, February 13: 

 Choir Practice, 7:00pm, Rm 106 
 

Sunday, February 16: 

 Sunday Worship Service, 10:30 am 

 Fellowship Hour, 11:30 am 

 Kids Sunday School & Nursery, 10:30 am 

 

Monday, February 17: 

 President’s Day—Office closed 
 

Tuesday, February 18: 

 Manito Clergy Cluster, 1:00pm, Rm 108 

 Men’s Fellowship Group, 6:45am, Rm 108 
 

Thursday, February 20: 

 Choir Practice, 7:00pm, Rm 106 

 

Friday, February 21: 

 Lydia Square, 1:00pm, Rm 119 
 

Sunday, February 23: 

 Mardi Gras All Church Potluck 

 Sunday Worship Service, 10:30 am 

 Kids Sunday School & Nursery, 10:30 am 

 Fellowship Hour, 11:30 am 
 

Tuesday, February 26: 

 Men’s Fellowship Group, 6:45 am, Rm 108 
 

Wednesday, February 26: 

 Ash Wednesday 
 

Thursday, February 28: 

 Choir Practice, 7:00pm, Rm 106 

 

Friday, February 28: 

 Lydia Square, 1:00pm, Rm 119 
 

Saturday, February 29: 

 St. Lucy’s Breakfast, 9:00am, Rockwood Summit 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Delaney—2/2 

Walter Sauer—2/4 

Ben Branson—2/13 

Pat McNally—2/14 

Madeline Isacoff—2/16 

Ann Heidenreich—2/18 

Allison Bafus—2/20 

Sue Plummer—2/20 

Sarah Kuney—2/23 

 

 

Rebecca Caryl—1/5 

Jan Abrams—1/6 

Louise Tower—1/10 

Cecilia Lauder—1/10 

Dolores Sauer—1/10 

Jim McCurdy—1/11 

Maureen Miller—1/13 

Wendy Budge—1/14 

Mildred Meserve—1/15 

Chris Bafus—1/16 

Alex Franco—1/17 
 

 

Tom Eberle—1/18 
Diamond Franco—1/18 

Amy Branson—1/20 
Patti Herbey—1/23 

Loree Mensch—1/24 
Skyler Branson—1/25 

John Allen—1/30 

January & February Birthdays! 


